
CASaV visioning exercise – part 1 
 

Online meeting 21st April 2020 
 

 
Thirteen took part in the online meeting and there were seven additional contributions from those 
who couldn’t take part in the online discussion plus additional comments emailed following online 
discussion. The ideas related to our vision have been collated, followed by points made in the 
general discussion during the meeting. 
 
To help create our vision for what success for the group would look like in 2030 
 
Overarching 
 
Everyone (councils, businesses and individuals) to think about the environmental impact before 
they do anything and for there to be better alternatives for these. 
 
A unified Gaia (?) embracing by the local community of what have become the guiding principle of 
global climate responsibility e.g. From young children, through all generations, a commitment to 
thrift in consumption, reduction of waste and demands on finite resources, and wide participation in 
the fun of charity shopping and the repair, modification, darning etc. of old stuff for new purposes. 
Greater value placed on low or zero carbon life-style choice rather than the status brought about by 
the ownership of stuff. 
 
An on-going educational role taken by CASaV in developing an awareness and understanding of 
the part played by new technologies in the new economy; providing or signposting guidance on 
how to adapt towards a zero-carbon lifestyle. 
 
Like to see? More cycling for shopping in Stokesley. More panniers! 
Like to hear? Cuckoos and skylarks.  
Like to feel? Secure in the knowledge we are on the right track and there is a future for young 
people not based on an unsustainable commitment to ever-expanding GDP. 
 
Success would look like: A completely focused local (national and international) attitude on putting 
the planet first, before profit, and before personal desires, polluting pleasures and past times.   
  
Learning to love the joy of simple things, adults and children learning to live, and living, more 
simply so that the planet and people can ‘simply live’ together;  
  
... and if the case is eventually that we don’t ‘make it’ before the methane tips the balance to then 
at least go down supportively and gracefully as a human race.  
 
For people to feel balanced and in tune with the world, and interested in exploring spiritual 
purpose, a lot less focused on consuming, more focused on creativity in whatever form suits them. 
 
A vibrant tourist ‘industry’ that was completely in tune with preserving and ‘loving’ the area being 
encouraged. 
 
Healthy lives with the following attributes: 
    Clean drinkable water 
    Good food 
    Clean air 
     Exercise 
     Electricity 
     Clothing made of natural materials 
  



Environment 

• More trees planted from local tree nursery, edible plants in communal spaces and a 
community orchard 

• Wildflowers from local seed along the verges of the A172 

• Communal efforts in ‘allotments’ and community effort in re-wilding, much less use of 
pesticides and poisons. 

• Studies of botany, zoology, environmental issues on a level with other sciences as an 
important subject 

 
Energy 

• The successful operation of local, community based and funded schemes for renewable 
energy generation and storage e.g. solar panels on public buildings 

• Energy efficient homes 

• Work places that use the very best types of sustainable energy 

• Using energy more effectively e.g. in cooking 
 
Food 

• People eating foods with a smaller carbon footprint 

• Local seasonal food 

• Local farming industry focused on producing more crop-based foodstuffs where possible.  

• Animal free range protein, a lot less cattle. 
 
Transport 

• Active travel the mode of choice 

• Pedestrianised street in Stokesley 

• Cycleways and safe walkways connecting Stokesley and the villages, with designated cycle 
parking linked to Endeavour Way 

• People only going on longer distances if absolutely necessary, and wherever possible 
people working more from home, or very locally rather than having to commute into cities 

• Smaller, more frequent, electric bus service connecting villages and local towns to enable 
links to national rail services – whole new public transport system 

 
Waste 

• Waste is minimised e.g. food waste reduced to 10%   

• Reuse, up cycling, repair facilities available locally 
 
 
Points from online - general: 
 
Government action needed on climate change – funding can be available when needed in an 
emergency. 
 
Learned can support each other and can make sacrifices when there is a common enemy. Can we 
transfer the lessons from Covid-19 to climate emergency? Fear is that once Coivd-19 is over that 
people will binge on what they have missed. Can we borrow the language? 
 
Should we be supporting the families in Stokesley in desperate need or focus to climate change as 
that is what we are here to do? 
 
Demonstrate there are small things we can carry on doing to tackle climate change even though 
we are small group. Need small practical steps in Stokesley.  
 
Raise awareness but also build a community that is resilient. 
 



Before Covid a lot of waste but now a lot of people forced to stop flying but after Covid-19 will be 
difficult to persuade people to stop wasting resources. Help persuade others that can live without 
waste. 
 
Need to give ideas and get people talking about climate change through perhaps finding a 
common theme and things people care about eg wildlife, families …That’s where people can 
connect with us on climate change. We haven’t talked about climate change on a day-to-day basis 
and we need to change that. 
 
Are more people now talking about climate change, as people see that flying around the world will 
change due to experience of video conferencing. People are seeing that change needs to happen 
as seeing effect of air pollution on how people are affected by Covid-19. Hearing a lot of comments 
and people are accepting need more cycling and walking. 
 
What grabs people are stories e.g. Greta Thunberg last year, man of 100 walking round his garden 
this year. Need some stories and use the arts. Crash Bang Wallop and other street theatre will be 
part of Go Green event if situation allows. Engage through music, drama, ideas. 
People now know things can be different. Can we find stories of what has changed due to Coivd-
19 that people have liked that has a positive impact on the climate?  
 
More effort into things that young people are doing to help young people initiate things rather than 
us providing the leadership.  
 
Education is important not just for young people but for everyone, so everyone is on board in order 
to make a difference.  
 
Reference made to the Rural Community Energy Fund  – learn from ideas of others 
 
Do we focus on one particular idea or spread ourselves? 
 
Need things that are visible like charging points 
 
Thought more people would be cycling at moment. If not now, then going to be difficult to change 
people’s habits. 
 
Research into use of e-bikes and impact on health.  
 
Achievable, measurable things. 
 
Forum on farming, how farming has happened in area potted history, summary of how local 
farmers are changing habits in light of climate emergency and then key questions from group and 
further topics for discussion. 
 
Figures needed on whether less food waste during current crisis but might be because time to use 
things, cannier with what is in back of cupboards. Have farm shops and Only Weigh Out shop has 
custom gone up. Could be one of the stories. Encourage to buy locally. ‘Farm shop sales soar’ 
‘Sales of seeds grown’ Allotments busy, people digging up lawns. Helping children to grow food. 
 
Adopt verges 
Woods for water – plant trees to stop water going into rivers so quickly 
Tree nursery 
 
Ask for stories – changes that people have noticed 
 
  



Points from email - general  
 
Unfortunately, climate change affects groups of people in an unequal way, and those not being 
affected can't relate too well to those that are being affected. This could well lead to action being 
taken too late. Somehow we need to move people's minds from being worried about Covid-19 to 
being worried about climate change. However, that might be very difficult. 
 
UK-wide polling with the Food Foundation and YouGov to understand the impact of Covid-19 on 
food behaviors and attitudes. The poll finds a majority (85%) want to see some of the personal or 
social changes they have experienced continue afterwards, whilst just 9% want everything to go 
back to how it was before the pandemic. https://roadtorenewal.co.uk/research/ 
 
 
Whilst we have taken steps forward to reduce our carbon emissions, I believe the word 
“emergency” means we should take giant leaps 
 

https://roadtorenewal.co.uk/research/

