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Hello 
 
Welcome, if you have recently signed up to receive our updates. We usually meet on the third 
Tuesday of the month, therefore our next meeting is Tuesday 15th March, starting at 7:30pm in 
Stokesley Town Hall. Small contributions to the cost of hiring the hall will be welcome on the 
night. 
 
At our meeting in February, we approved our new constitution and started our membership list. If 
you would like to become a member of Climate Action Stokesley and Villages then the next time 
you come to a meeting or event, please pay the annual fee of £1. We will continue to send our 
monthly updates to all those who have signed up to our mailing list. By becoming a member, in 
addition to receiving the monthly updates, you will also have a chance to decide on activities and 
future direction of the group. 
 
Following a suggestion from members of the Food group and letters sent to the Darlington and 
Stockton Times by Bridget on behalf of the group, we have been asked to write a monthly Climate 
Column for a trial period of six months. The column will suggest actions that individuals can take 
relating to our different group themes along with information about events. The first article is 
planned for publication on Friday 11th March. If you read the Darlington and Stockton Times, it 
would be great to have some feedback.  
 

Energy 
We wrote to our MP Rishi Sunak, on behalf of the group, to express our concern about the 
possible approval of the West Cumbria Coal mine by RH Michael Gove, Secretary of State for 
Levelling Up, Housing and Communities. We reminded him that an important component of 
achieving net zero is delivering a consistent message in both words and actions and said that a 
consistent message is not and cannot be achieved by opening new coal mines and approving new 
oil and gas licences.   
 
We have shared his reply with Friends of the Earth who have been one of the organisations 
running the campaign against the coal mine. 
 

Food 
Apple pressing equipment 
In the autumn lots of apples can go to waste as 
people don’t have the time to use them. Over 
the past few years, Moor Sustainable CIC have 
run a number of apple pressing events in the 
area and also loaned out the equipment. The 
Directors of Moor Sustainable have decided to 
wind up the company at the end of March due 
to a change in focus of the Directors. Therefore, 
the apple pressing equipment needed a new 
home. Thanks to a donation from Zoe Davison, 
CASaV will now own the equipment and will be 
able to run an apple pressing event in the 
autumn and also lend out the equipment 
through a virtual Share Shed that the Waste 
group are setting up.    

https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/casav-constitution-adopted-150222.pdf
https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/letter-to-rishi-sunak-mp-re-west-cumbria-mine-from-casav-170222.pdf
https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.files.wordpress.com/2022/02/reply-from-rishi-sunak-mp-re-west-cumbria-mine-180222.pdf
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/climate/whitehaven-coal-mine-friends-earth-briefing


Seed stall 
Wendy is organising another seed give away at the Stokesley Farmers' Market this Saturday 6th 
March. A small stall will be near the Town Hall from 9am. Please call, bringing spare seeds 
(including half packs) or to collect something interesting to grow this year.  Stokesley peas, carlins, 
Jerusalem artichokes are rarely, if ever, seen in the shops. Growing your own is a good way to 
ensure your food is pesticide/fungicide free. 
 

Creation of new community garden in Great Ayton 
Thanks to funding from the Margaret Mawston Environmental Trust and several local Rotary 
groups, Yatton House Society are able to move forward with plans for a community garden. The 
garden will take shape in an old allotment opposite Yatton House, on Guisborough Road. The 
garden will be managed by Yatton House with support from the Brighten Up Great Ayton group, 
Great Ayton Parish Council and representatives of local Rotary groups. 
 
The garden will: 

• Provide a safe and accessible community garden and space for groups and individuals.  
• Provide a space which is fully inclusive by ensuring accessibility and safety are central to the 

design. 

• Bring different sections of the community together.  
• Promote awareness of mental health and loneliness.  
• Champion environmental impact and climate change through wildlife, biodiversity, and the 

growing of sustainable organic fresh fruit and vegetables. 
• Deliver educational experiences. 
 
To get things going a working party will be held on Tuesday 5th April to tidy up the area ready for 
work on a shelter, paths and beds to start. There will be a variety of activities taking place from 
exploring ways to remove nettles, salvaging bits of concrete and metal to discussing what to plant. 
 
Come along between: 10am - 12 noon and/or 1pm – 3pm wearing stout boots/shoes and with 
some gardening gloves. Refreshments will be available during each session. 
 

 
 

Food, farming and the environment event 
To further the debate around food, farming and the environment, on the evening of 26th April, we 
are hosting an event in Stokesley Town Hall led by Howard Petch, former Principal of Bishop 
Burton College, with input from several local farmers. Further details in our April Update. 

  

https://yattonhouse.org.uk/
https://www.visitgreatayton.com/community/brighten-up-great-ayton


Nature 
Wet woodland creation 
There are a few places left to help with the wet woodland creation on 12th March. Email Judy 
Power for more information. 

 

Transport 

 
There is a growing campaign for 20mphs in all settlements in North Yorkshire linked to the national 
20s Plenty campaign. This has not been accepted by North Yorkshire County Council but there is a 
new policy in place with steps for Parish and Town Councils to request 20mph zones. Having a 
20mph zone can send a positive message that walking and cycling is encouraged and would be a 
useful stepping stone needed for the Endeavour Way. Therefore, Great Ayton Parish Council has 
been asked by the CASaV steering group to explore 20mph zones in Great Ayton. 
 

Waste 
The best thing for an item you have finished with is for it to be reused for its original purpose, this is 
true for everything from a plastic bottle to a laptop. Reuse is relatively easy even for small things 
using eBay/Vinted, Freecycle/charity shops. However, while repairing your car / lawnmower is 
normal, it is more difficult to find somebody who will repair many of the smaller items we own from 
toasters to mobile phone to wooden toys to ripped clothes, yet many of these items can be 
repaired with some skills and confidence. 
 

mailto:judy@teesriverstrust.org
mailto:judy@teesriverstrust.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2012586572255626
https://www.20splenty.org/


In 2009 the International Repair Café movement recognised this and 
developed a model for neighbours repairing neighbours’ things by 
holding repair cafés. 
A Repair Café is an event where a local group of people with repair skills 
get together and advertise that you can bring along your broken items to 
work with the repairers to get them fixed, for a voluntary donation. Come 
along if you have something that needs mending or you are a skilled 
repairer.  
 
CASaV is holding its first Repair Cafe on Saturday 26th March from 
10am to 12pm in  
Swainby Village Hall, 30 High Street, Swainby DL6 3EG.  
 

Latest IPCC report 
Following the publication on 28 February 2002 of the latest report by the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) focusing on the impacts of climate breakdown, CASaV are 
signing a letter, composed by Thirsk Friends of the Earth group on behalf of the various climate 
action groups in North Yorkshire, to be sent to all MPs and district and county councillors in North 
Yorkshire with a plea for more rapid and ambitious action to cut emissions at both national and 
regional level.  
 
The letter highlights that: “The main IPCC technical report is 3,675 pages long. Fortunately, a 
summary of the main points has been prepared by the highly regarded organisation Carbon Brief. 
The IPCC report is a harrowing and sobering read. It warns that any further delay in global action 
to slow climate change and adapt to its impacts “will miss a brief and rapidly closing window of 
opportunity to secure a liveable and sustainable future for all”.” 

 

Zero carbon 
Climate Fresk 
CASaV organised its first Climate Fresk session 
on Tuesday 1st March. 13 of us got together in 
Kate and Simon Gibbon's home to socially 
understand the web of causes and effects 
identified by science in the International Panel for 
Climate Change's reports. Simon split us into 2 
groups, conkers and seashells, to through 
discussion lay out the 42 cards that make up 
Climate Fresk.  

We all knew about climate change, but the 
Climate Fresk process made the science a lot 
clearer, gave us a lot more understanding and 
made the challenges clearer. We started with 
just a few cards, with some obvious 
connections, fossil fuel burning releases CO2, 
but by the end being able to understand all the 
climate change relationships that will cause the 
sea level to rise and will degrade human health, 
for example, clarified why we need to address 
climate change now.  
 

While climate change can be overwhelming, working together identifying the cause did help us to 
feel that if we could understand together then we could work together to tackle it. CASaV is looking 
at ways of running further Climate Fresks sessions in future, please get in touch if you would like to 
attend or help to run one in your organisation or community. 

https://report.ipcc.ch/ar6wg2/pdf/IPCC_AR6_WGII_SummaryForPolicymakers.pdf
https://www.carbonbrief.org/in-depth-qa-the-ipccs-sixth-assessment-on-how-climate-change-impacts-the-world
https://climatefresk.org/


Consultation on York & North Yorkshire’s Routemap to Carbon Negative 
Information from the York and North Yorkshire Local Enterprise Partnership on the next stage of 
the region’s Routemap to Carbon Negative. 
 
“Between 28th February and 17th March 2022, we are consulting on the initial draft of York & 
North Yorkshire’s Routemap to Carbon Negative. The consultation aims to gather feedback on the 
draft Routemap, with a specific focus on the “strategic priorities” and “actions plans”. 
 
This is an open consultation to hear a range of stakeholder voices and ensure that different views 
are considered to make final decisions on policy priorities and interventions. As this is a plan at a 
sub-regional level, we are particularly interested in hearing from organisations that have a strategic 
role in the delivery of the Routemap. 
 
We will also be running an online session on the 14th March 10am – 12pm for organisations to 
provide feedback live during the session. To sign up to the session, please click here. 
Following the consultation, we will collate feedback and produce a report summarising the key 
themes from consultation responses. We will continue to work with stakeholders to further develop 
the Routemap as needed. We expect the Routemap to be finalised by July, and formally launched 
in September 2022.” 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting on the 15th March or at one of the other events this month. 
 
Caryn Loftus, on behalf of the Climate Action Stokesley and Villages Steering Group 
(Steering group: Bridget Holmstrom, Caryn Loftus, Jack Turton, Ron Kirk and Simon Gibbon) 

https://www.ynylep.com/strategies/routemap-to-carbon-negative-consultation
https://www.ynylep.com/news/festival-of-engagement/event/id/4356

