
 

 

Climate Action Stokesley and Villages 
update July 2022 

 
 

 
Hello 
 
Welcome, if you have recently signed up to receive our 
updates. We usually meet on the third Tuesday of the 
month, however, this month instead we are having our 

AGM, in Stokesley Town Hall on Thursday 21st 
July, starting at 7:30pm. We will be in The Jack Brunton 
room so hopefully the acoustics should be better than the 
room we have been using. 
 
Jos Holmes, Climate Change Policy Officer for North 
Yorkshire County Council is coming to speak at the AGM 
about her work and the Council's climate action plans. We 
have also invited the new county councillors for Great 
Ayton, Hutton Rudby & Osmotherley, and Stokesley to join 
in the discussion on how we can work together most 
effectively given the need to increase the rate and depth of 
change to address the climate and biodiversity 
emergencies. Members as of 23rd June have received their 
reminder and papers yesterday by email.  
 

Energy 
 
Community Energy Fortnight (11th – 24th June) 
CASaV held an Energy and Efficiency Event, as part of Community Energy Fortnight, at the Globe 
in Stokesley from 10am-12pm 18th June. It was a quiet day in The Globe due to another event in 
Stokesley but information was handed out to those that came and some useful contacts made. 
There are now five case studies of local people who have carried out modifications to their homes 
to reduce energy use and carbon dioxide emissions. 
 
Our Darlington & Stockton Times Climate Column published on the 17th June focussed on ‘Energy 
Efficiency First’. 

Food 

https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.org/energy/home-energy-case-studies/
https://www.darlingtonandstocktontimes.co.uk/news/20205545.energy-efficiency-first-tips-use-less-energy-heating/
https://www.darlingtonandstocktontimes.co.uk/news/20205545.energy-efficiency-first-tips-use-less-energy-heating/


 

 

Farm visit 
The Food Group thank Robert for a wonderful guided tour through the fields on his farm. Robert 
explained the changes they have made, and experiments they are currently trialing in order to farm 
with the environment and well being of the soil and cattle as a priority. They were blessed with 
beautiful weather and sightings of hares, lapwings and a barn owl. 
 
Robert has kindly offered to take another group of 4 people if there is interest. Please get in touch 
if you would like to go and they will coordinate with Robert. 

 
Nature 
 

Bug Hunt 
The Kids Bug Hunt, 11am and 2pm, on Sunday 19th 

June in Stokesley was fully booked. The field explored 
is located between Neasham Lane and Fairfield Road. 
The sessions were led by Dr Roger Key, Fellow of the 
Royal Entomological Society. He is best known for 
appearances on Country File and the Really Wild 
Show. Great fun was had by all generations from 
children, parents and grand parents.  Hopefully we will 
get some future enthusiastic entomologists.   
 
It was amazing how many bugs were found and the 
data has been recorded as part of the Great Yorkshire 
Creature Hunt organised by Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.  
At least 70 different species were found on the day. 
 
No Mow May and Let it Bloom June 
The other initiative ongoing is No Mow May. Stokesley 
Town Council kindly have agreed to two months to 
facilitate more time for surveying. Bridget is excited to 
report that in one location in Stokesley we have found 
some pignut.  In addition to the flowers, up to six 
different grasses were found. 

 
Transport  
New cycle shelter 
CASaV, in conjunction with Friends of 
Great Ayton Station and Great Ayton 
Parish Council, applied for funding from 
Northern’s Customer and Community 
Investment fund for a cycle shelter at Great 
Ayton Station to replace the cycle lockers 
that had been vandalised a few years ago. 
The application was successful and the 
shelter has now been installed.  
 
Moorsbus 
One way of leaving the car behind is to use 
the Moorsbus, which runs from July until 
September on Saturdays, Sundays and 
Bank Holidays. The Moorsbus connects the 
North York Moors with surrounding areas including the M4 route through Great Ayton, Stokesley, 
Great Broughton and Chop Gate to Helmsley and Sutton Bank with connections to other places on 
the Moors. For timetables and fares visit www.moorsbus.org. 
 

mailto:climateactionsav@gmail.com
http://www.moorsbus.org/


 

 

Transport event – 30th July 
CASaV are organising an event on the 30th July, 10am to 1 pm, at Stokesley Town Hall and The 
Plain car park, with the focus on transport. The event will cover the role of public transport and 
recent developments in the local infrastructure. Electric bikes and cars will be on display together 
with their enthusiastic owners to answer questions. The on-going Red Car project co-ordinated by 
George Carter will also be featured. 
 
Walking and cycling are the ultimate zero carbon travel, but are not always the easiest way to get 
from a to b even for short distances. At ’The Route Ahead to Sustainable Transport’ we will see 
what is possible and how we are trying to make active travel more possible locally.  
 
If you can help in advance and/or on the day please get in touch. 

 
Waste 
Repair Café 
We held our third Repair Cafe on Saturday 25th June in Swainby 
Village Hall, 50 items were repaired this time. The fourth Repair 
Cafe will be held on Saturday 10th September in Swainby 
Village Hall from 10am-12pm. So bring along your broken things 
and our volunteer repairers will work with you to fix them.  
 
Refill Scheme 
Since we started contacting local venues last month about the 
Refill Scheme, the following have agreed to sign up to the Refill 
App and display Refill stickers in their windows: 

• The Green Man, Stokesley 

• Il Mulino, Stokesley 

• Fletchers Farm, Great Ayton. 

• The Pomegranate Persian Tearoom, Great Ayton 

• The Poor House, Great Ayton 

• The Royal Oak, Great Ayton 
 
There are now 11 cafes and shops in our area offering to refill 
water bottles, accept reusable cups or cleaning products. 

 
  

https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.org/transport/the-route-ahead-to-sustainable-transport/
mailto:climateactionsav@gmail.com
https://www.refill.org.uk/refill-schemes/


 

 

Zero carbon 
North Yorkshire County Council 
North Yorkshire County Council declared a climate emergency on Tuesday 5th July 2022. You can 
watch the Executive meeting at which this happened (from 20min – 27 mins). They pledge to play 
their full part in tackling climate change. They have accepted a draft strategy to be ready for when 
the new North Yorkshire Council is launched next year. The strategy will go to public consultation. 
 

CASaV are working with other climate action and environmental groups across North Yorkshire to 
see how we can best both support and challenge the regional plans. 
 
Stokesley School 
Did you spot the climate change treasure hunt during the recent Festival of Youth in Stokesley. 
Thanks to Jack who links our group with the Stokesley School’s Green Group for putting it 
together.  
 
We have been successful in applying for a grant from Friends of the Earth Climate Action fund to 
pay for materials and prizes for a cloth banner competition, reflecting the climate and/or ecological 
emergencies, in the school. Come to the AGM and help judge which banners are the most 
impactful. If you are able to help with the banner making, on the afternoons of Wednesday 20th 
and/or Thursday 21st July, or have unwanted scraps of material please get in touch with Jack. 
 
Hope to see you at the AGM on the 21st July. 
 
Caryn Loftus,  
 
on behalf of the Climate Action Stokesley and Villages Steering Group Steering group:  
Bridget Holmstrom, Caryn Loftus, Jack Turton, Ron Kirk and Simon Gibbon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TCnQXXZUVCU
mailto:ackTurton04@outlook.com

